
Like his Rebbi, R’ shraga Feivel 
mendlowitz zt”l, R’ Quinn was far from 
an ordinary Menahel. Being called to 

his office was rarely a punishment for 
a student; it usually gave the boy a 

life lesson in derech eretz…

There was a bochur in mesivta who lost his 
father. It was the first Friday after the shivah...

As you give your precious mother the 
flowers please tell her that you were 

thinking of her. Don’t say it came from me!

R’ Quinn walked over to the shelf and took 
out shoe polish, a brush and a cloth.

Yanki, please 
come into my 

office...

Dov, please 
come into my 

office...

Yes, 
Rebbi.

Yes, 
Rebbi.

But--

Rav Quinn is 
not polishing 

my shoes!

Take this 
quarter* and 

buy your mother 
flowers!

My son, listen 
carefully. This 
is how to do it 

correctly…

Do me a 
favor. You are a ben 

melech and need to dress 
as such. I’m doing it this time, 

but next time please do it 
yourself!

*a loaf of bread cost around 
18 cents in those days.

R' Nesanel Quinn זַצַ״ל was born to נְחָס רְיָם and ר׳ זַלְמַן פִּ  ,in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn דְבוֹרָה מִּ
NY. The Quinns, who were neighbors of the Rogatchover Gaon זַצַ״ל in Dvinsk, Lithuania, were childless 
for 10 years. Upon the advice of ר׳ שָלוֹם בּעֶר of Lubavitch, they moved to America, where, he promised, 
they would have a family and ים יכוּת יָמִּ  In 1921, Nesanel (.They had 5 children; Mrs. Quinn lived to 111) .אֲרִּ
was enrolled in יבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת יבָה joined the זַצַ״ל Three years later, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlovitz .יְשִּ  as יְשִּ
נַהֵל י beginning a decades-long ,מִּ יד-רֶבִּּ תַּלְמִּ  relationship. In 1934, he married לֵאָה, daughter of R' Meir 
Linchner (his י י Upon his .(מְחֻתָּן s’רֶבִּּ י s advice, he became a sixth-grade’רֶבִּּ  in RJJ. In 1938, he returned רֶבִּּ
as נַהֵל יבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת in סְגַן מִּ נַהֵל He later became .יְשִּ יבָה and stayed with the ,מִּ  for 60+ years. In 1965, he יְשִּ
co-founded a learning camp, אוֹר שְרַגָא. He also managed a major שְרָאֵל יֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ  the Emergency) צְדָקָה לְעֲנִּ
Aid Fund) for over 60 years. He was a פְלָא יד נִּ  ,in anyone he met אַהֲבָה לַד׳ וּלְתּוֹרָתוֹ who instilled an מַתְמִּ

with his warmth, יווּת ,חֶסֶד יוֹת and ,עֲנִּ  .אַהֲבַת הַבְּרִּ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לֹמֹה זַצַ״ל מוּאֵל was born in East New York to ר׳ שְׁ  and ר׳ שְׁ
ין Freifeld. He attended בֵיילָא לִׁ רְׁ ים בֶּ יבַת ר׳ חַיִׁ שִׁ  and was a יְׁ
הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִׁ חָק of תַלְׁ צְׁ  חַיָה שָרָה He married .זַצַ״ל Hutner ר׳ יִׁ

Cohen in 1953. He helped establish the בֵית יַעֲקֹב of Toronto in 1963. In 
1965 he served as נַהֵל ין in מְׁ לִׁ רְׁ ים בֶּ יבַת ר׳ חַיִׁ שִׁ יבָה After the .יְׁ שִׁ  moved to יְׁ
Brooklyn in 1967, he founded אָר יָשוּב יבָה שְׁ שִׁ ים with 12 יְׁ יבָה The .בָחוּרִׁ שִׁ  יְׁ
quickly became a magnet for תוֹרָה-searching young men. After his 1st wife’s 
ירָה טִׁ ׳ he married ,(1983) פְׁ יֶּ חְׁ תִׁ יל שֶּ טִׁ אַהֲבַת  He overflowed with .(1984) שָרָה עֶּ
ים and His people, and was a key figure in the establishment of the ד׳ ילִׁ עִׁ  פְׁ
movement in רָאֵל שְׁ ץ יִׁ רֶּ  He singlehandedly brought countless thousands of .אֶּ
people closer to their Jewish roots. 

 י״ז תשרי
5685 – 5751 
1925 – 1990 

 A חוּר לֹמֹה once came to see בָּ  Freifeld ר׳ שְׁ
 and complained of his spiritual ,זַצַ״ל
failures. “You know, י  ,I try so hard ,רֶבִּ
but it seems that for every step 
forward that I take, I take two more 
steps backwards.” לֹמֹה  looked at ר׳ שְׁ
him lovingly. “ינד  ,My child ,מײַן קִּ
perhaps that is the way it appears in 
the physical sense, that you have lost a 
step. In the spiritual world, however, it is all 
worth it for the small step forward.” 
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ים לב:כ(.…  רִּ ם )דְבָּ ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ כִּ  
 … for they are a generation of reversals, children whose 
upbringing is not in them. 
 It hurts much more when the troublemaker is "ours." We 
read about someone who has committed an act of dishonesty; we are 
angered. "What kind of person is that? Who could act in such a 
reprehensible manner?" When the culprit is someone young, we 
wonder what kind of parents he had; what kind of home he came 
from; what type of upbringing he had. When the culprit is one of our 
own - when it is one's own child, there is anger, hurt, humiliation, and 
then all of the questions that we would have asked of others we ask 
ourselves: "Where did we go wrong?" However, When the upbringing 
was perfect, when the educator/parent was none other than ד׳, there 
are no questions - just plain condemnation. " ֹים לא נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ דוֹר תַּ
ם ן בָּ  A generation of reversals, children whose upbringing is not in — אֵמֻּ
them." 
 We are not only ד׳'s people; we are His beloved children 
Whom He raised. We made a commitment at י ינַּ ר סִּ  but soon ,הַּ
afterward we reneged our faith in Him. It hurts so much more when 
the culprit is one's own child. 
 On the other hand, being viewed as children more easily 
facilitates our return. ְך לֶּ מֶּ ד הַּ וִּ ים says in דָּ לִּ ר תְהִּ ת  ,סֵפֶּ ע ד׳ אֶּ שְמַּ י יִּ י כִּ בְתִּ הַּ אָּ
י ״ל .(קטז:א) קוֹלִּ ת " ,(פסחים קיח:) remark on these words חֲזַּ ר כְנֶּסֶּ מַּ אָּ

י חֲנוּנָּ ע קוֹל תַּ שְמַּ תִּ ן שֶּ זְמַּ יךָ? בִּ נֶּ ה לְפָּ י אַהוּבָּ ת אֲנִּ ם אֵימָּ ל עוֹלָּ בוֹנוֹ שֶּ אֵל רִּ שְרָּ …יִּ  — 
אֵל שְרָּ ל יִּ ל עוֹלָּם ,ד׳ said to כְלַּ בוֹנוֹ שֶּ  when am I beloved to You? When ,רִּ
You hear the sound of my voice." Apparently, ״ל  are teaching us that חֲזַּ

the mere sounds of supplication which emanate from us inspire ד׳'s 
love for us. What is it about the "sound" of our voices that engenders 
such positive response? 
 R' Zelig Reuven Bengis ״ל צַּ  relates that he heard a powerful זַּ
explanation from the Netziv ״ל צַּ  When a person notices a child .זַּ
weeping, he assuages him in order to calm him down. This is true of 
any child. A baby cries; one moves to soothe him. However, a person 
responds differently when the crying infant is his own than when he is 
someone else's child. When a stranger's child cries for an appropriate 
reason, a person will go over and do whatever is necessary to alleviate 
his distress, to calm the child. If the child is "just crying," then the adult 
will go about his business and ignore the infant; however, if the child is 
his own, then the mere fact that the child is raising his voice is 
sufficient reason to respond. No one wants to allow his own child to 
cry unnecessarily. 
 Thus, the catalyst for the father's response to his own child is 
the קוֹל, sound of his voice, nothing else. A stranger's child, on the 
other hand, effects a response when the cause of his crying is 
reasonable. ְך לֶּ מֶּ ד הַּ וִּ  s children, as soon as we'ד׳ says, because we are דָּ
issue forth a קוֹל, sound, even if our reason for crying is not substantive 
 listens. This is the love that the Heavenly Father manifests for His ד׳ -
children. 
 May the Al-mighty listen to all of our voices as we supplicate 
Him for a ה נָׁה טוֹבָׁ  .שָׁ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים ים quotes in the name of חָפֵץ חַיִּ ים הַקְדוֹשִּ  that when a person סְפָרִּ
leaves this world he are given a סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה to hold during judgement. He 
is asked and must provide intricate details about how he kept each צְוָה  .מִּ
When he reaches the צְוָה יךָ of מִּ י יָמוּךְ אָחִּ וְהֶחֱזַקְתָּ בּוֹ!… וְכִּ , when you 
brother [has financial problems and] becomes  impoverished...you shall 
hold him up [lit. hold onto him - do not allow him to fall, as he will be 
difficult to raise; strengthen him as he starts becoming weak so that he 
does not completely fall], what will you answer?   
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  

The ים  gives us is not only for ד׳ concludes by reminding us that the bounty that חָפֵץ חַיִּ
ourselves, but for doing צְדָקָה וְחֶסֶד with others. One should accustom oneself to be kind 
to others so that ד׳ will in turn be kind to him as it says in ים לִּ ים  ,(קכה:ד) תְּהִּ יבָה ד׳ לַטּוֹבִּ הֵיטִּ
 .will do good to those that do good ד׳ — …

1. Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear? 

2. What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

1. When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם  .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל .2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳  .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ים לב:כ(.…  רִּ ם )דְבָּ ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ כִּ  
 … for they are a generation of reversals, children whose 
upbringing is not in them. 
 The plain meaning of this סוּק  has a decidedly negative פָּ
connotation. A future generation, says ּבֵינו ה רַּ  will “reverse” the ,מֹשֶׁ
manner in which ד׳ acts towards the Jewish people, causing His 
ים חֲמִּ ין mercy, to be supplanted by ,רַּ  strict justice. This is because ,דִּ
that generation will spurn the “upbringing” that they had received, 
rejecting good and embracing evil. 
 However, as we know, ה תוֹרָּ ים לַּ נִּ ה the ,ע׳ פָּ  has seventy תוֹרָּ
facets. Each word of ה  can be interpreted on many different levels תוֹרָּ
which include simple, homiletic, and esoteric interpretations. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ״ל צַּ  offered an original זַּ
interpretation of our סוּק  which transforms it into a message of hope פָּ
and rebirth. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  In 1914, a group of ים נִּ בָּ אֵל in רַּ שְרָּ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  embarked on what ,אֶׁ
came to be known as “The ה  'Campaign.” In one settlement, R תְשוּבָּ
Kook delivered a fiery plea to the people to go in the ways of their 
ancestors and observe the צְוֹת ה in particular the ,מִּ צְוָּ ה of מִּ יטָּ  שְמִּ
which is a great declaration of the farmer’s faith in ד׳. When R' Kook 
stepped down from the podium, one of the settlement’s leaders 
arose and brazenly told the ים נִּ בָּ  .that they were wasting their time רַּ
 “Leave us alone!” he shouted. “Your old-fashioned ways do 
not interest us. We will build a modern land with modern ideas and 
your own descendants will follow our lead.” 
 Upon hearing such blasphemy, R' Kook burst into tears. R' 
Chaim then ascended the podium and in a loud, confident tone 
declared: 
 “… It is true that at this point in time, matters do not look 
good for those like ourselves who strive to make this Land what ד׳ 
intends it to be — a land of ה צְוֹת of ,תוֹרָּ  .ד׳ of faith in ,מִּ
 “But I tell you with certainty: ה הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ  there will — כִּ
come a generation of reversals, ם ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ  children whose — בָּ

upbringing is not in them. Yes, the previous speaker and those like 
him are bent on raising a generation that will not know the Name of 
ה and the greatness of His ד׳  But I assure you that a generation .תוֹרָּ
will come that will reject the empty, meaningless life of which you 
preach. That generation will reverse this terribly destructive 
approach. They will return to ד׳ with all their hearts and will fill the 
Land with people who love the ה צְוֹת and observe the תוֹרָּ  — מִּ
including the precious ה צְוָּ ה of מִּ יטָּ  .שְמִּ
ם“  ר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יָּקוּם לְעוֹלָּ  But the word of our G-d shall — וּדְבַּ
stand forever.” 
 Before ה יטָּ  of 5754 (1993-4), a gathering of farmers in שְמִּ
Northern Israel was held in Chatzor. Hundreds of farmers came to 
hear a major address by יר עֲקֹב מֵאִּ ב ,Sonnenfeld ר׳ יַּ ה and רָּ יבָּ  in ראֹש יְשִּ
 In his address, R' Sonnenfeld related the above story and .כפר חסידים
concluded that the commitment of so many farmers to keep שמיטה 
5754 was a fulfillment of his great-grandfather’s words. 
 No sooner had he uttered these words than a very old man 
sitting in the crowd waved his cane to catch R' Sonnenfeld’s attention. 
He indicated that he wanted to ascend the stage to speak. Two men 
helped him up, and R' Sonnenfeld gave him the podium. This is what 
he said: 
 “I was there 80 years ago, … I vividly recall the settlement 
leader’s harsh words, R' Kook’s tears, and R' Sonnenfeld’s fiery 
response. And I must confess: Neither I, nor any of the other settlers 
who were present, believed that R' Sonnenfeld’s word would ever 
come true.  
 This week, when I saw the posters announcing that there 
would be a major gathering for farmers who will be ית יעִּ  I ,שוֹמְרֵי שְבִּ
felt that I simply had to come and tell everyone: R' Sonnenfeld was 
right! The Land is becoming filled with those who are faithful to the 
word of ד׳. I never dreamed that I would hear R' Sonnenfeld’s great-
grandson tell the story that I was witness to … 
ם“  ר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יָּקוּם לְעוֹלָּ  But the word of our G-d shall — וּדְבַּ
stand forever.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Sage Sayings

R' Shlomo Freifeld זַצַ״ל taught his תַלְמִידִים with the 
message of בְרוּרִיָה, the wife of ד׳“ ,ר׳ מֵאִיר does not dislike 
sinners, He dislikes sins!” He often shared the story of a 
Rebbe who told a repentant חָסִיד who felt abandoned due 
to his many sins, “דוּ האָסט נִישׁט לִיב דעֶר גרעֶסטעֶר צַדִיק — 
You do not love the greatest אַזוֹי פִיל װִי דעֶר רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁל  — צַדִיק

עוֹלָם האָט לִיב דעֶר גרעֶסטעֶר רָשָׁע וועֶן עֶר טראַכט וועֶגן טאָן  
 when he רָשָׁע loves the biggest ד׳ as much as —  תְשׁוּבָה!
thinks about returning!” Source: Rabbi Freifeld Speaks (Artscroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 One of the many secrets 
to R' Shlomo Freifeld ״ל צַּ  s’זַּ
special attitude to each Jewish 
ה מָׁ  was hidden amongst the נְשָׁ
decorations on the wall of his 
dining room.  
 R' Shlomo would sit at 
the head of his dining room 
table, receiving people, listening 
to them, guiding and 
encouraging. On the wall, 
amongst the many beautiful 
pictures, was one decoration that 
looked rather unusual. R' Shlomo 
would sometimes focus his eyes 
and looked at the scene: a silver 
key on a black background.    
 R' Shlomo was once 
talking to a close friend who sat 
at the table and inquired about 
the possible mystical meaning of 
this unusual scene. R' Shlomo 
smiled and explained, “All day, 
Yidden sit here…I keep this 
picture behind them to remind 
me that every Jewish soul has a 
key that can unlock it. Sometimes 
it’s a cup of coffee that we are 
drinking, and sometimes it takes 
more, but there is a key for each 
one!” 
 He once gave a 
schmooze urging the חוּרִים  to בָׁ
finish the ת כֶּ סֶּ  that they had מַּ

been learning that ן  After the .זְמַּ
schmooze, a לְמִיד  approached תַּ
him.  

בִי“  he said, “You ,”רֶּ
know that there is no way that I 
can complete the ת כֶּ סֶּ  I can ,מַּ
barely read one line!” 

R' Shlomo listened and 
then advised the לְמִיד  to wait תַּ
till the next day for the answer. 
He looked for the key for this 
לְמִיד  s seemingly impossible’תַּ
dilemma.  

The next day, that לְמִיד  תַּ
received a gift from R' Shlomo: a 
beautiful leather-bound  א רָׁ גְמָׁ
ת the ,כְתוּבוֹת כֶּ סֶּ  that they were מַּ
learning. The לְמִיד  opened it up תַּ
and saw that it contained one ף  דַּ
ף ב׳ —   .and that was it דַּ

“This is YOUR ת כֶּ סֶּ  ”!מַּ
said R' Shlomo, “Now go make a 
 ”!סִיּוּם

 My לְמִיד  do you have ,תַּ
a goal you need to reach? Set the 
right goals and you can reach 
them. R' Shlomo taught by 
example that with the right key 
you can burst open the vast 
potential hidden in every single 
לְמִיד   .תַּ

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
בִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

The learning never ends ... 

 ישיבת חול המועד

Open Beis 
Hamedrash / אבות ובנים 

learning 
Wednesday / 

Thursday / Friday / 
 / (!of course) שבת קודש

Sunday (הושענה רבה) 
Come one, come all! 
Bring your friends! 

For the times and location nearest 
you please contact your local Pirchei 
branch coordinator. Special prizes 
for boys who attend all four days! 

סֻכַת דָוִד הַנֹּפָלֶת.… הָרַחֲמָן הוּא יָקִים לָנוּ    
The Compassionate One, May He erect 

for us דָוִד’s סוּכָה which is fallen. 
These words are based on a פָסוּק in עָמוֹס 
ת דָוִיד — (ט׳:י״א) הוּא אָקִים אֶת סֻכַּ יּוֹם הַּ בַּ
נֹּפֶלֶת  On that day I will raise up the — הַּ
fallen succah of דָוִד (the ׁמִקְדָש ית הַּ  The .(בֵּ
נְהֶדְרִין in גְמָרָא חְמָן :recounts (צז.) סַּ  ר׳ נַּ
asked ר׳ יִצְחָק, “When is the פְלִי ר נַּ  fallen ,בַּ
one, coming?” ר׳ יִצְחָק replied, “Who is  ר בַּ
פְלִי חְמָן ”?נַּ  ר׳ יִצְחָק ”!מָשִׁיחַּ “ ,retorted ר׳ נַּ
asked, “Why did you give  ַּמָשִׁיח such a 
name?” חְמָן  explained that he referred ר׳ נַּ
to  ַּמָשִׁיח as פְלִי ר נַּ  in פָסוּק based on this בַּ
פְלִי .עָמוֹס  the beginning of ,אָדָם also links נַּ
Creation, and דָוִד, the end of time,  ַּמָשִׁיח. 
Both were meant to die the same day 
that they were born [פְלִי  is the plural of נַּ
פֶל  .[miscarriage ,נֵּ

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים ים quotes in the name of חָפֵץ חַיִּ ים הַקְדוֹשִּ  that when a person סְפָרִּ
leaves this world he are given a סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה to hold during judgement. He 
is asked and must provide intricate details about how he kept each צְוָה  .מִּ
When he reaches the צְוָה יךָ of מִּ י יָמוּךְ אָחִּ וְהֶחֱזַקְתָּ בּוֹ!… וְכִּ , when you 
brother [has financial problems and] becomes  impoverished...you shall 
hold him up [lit. hold onto him - do not allow him to fall, as he will be 
difficult to raise; strengthen him as he starts becoming weak so that he 
does not completely fall], what will you answer?   
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  

The ים  gives us is not only for ד׳ concludes by reminding us that the bounty that חָפֵץ חַיִּ
ourselves, but for doing צְדָקָה וְחֶסֶד with others. One should accustom oneself to be kind 
to others so that ד׳ will in turn be kind to him as it says in ים לִּ ים  ,(קכה:ד) תְּהִּ יבָה ד׳ לַטּוֹבִּ הֵיטִּ
 .will do good to those that do good ד׳ — …

1. Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear? 

2. What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

1. When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם  .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל .2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳  .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

1. Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear? 

2. What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

1. When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם  .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל .2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳  .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ים לב:כ(.…  רִּ ם )דְבָּ ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ כִּ  
 … for they are a generation of reversals, children whose 
upbringing is not in them. 
 The plain meaning of this סוּק  has a decidedly negative פָּ
connotation. A future generation, says ּבֵינו ה רַּ  will “reverse” the ,מֹשֶׁ
manner in which ד׳ acts towards the Jewish people, causing His 
ים חֲמִּ ין mercy, to be supplanted by ,רַּ  strict justice. This is because ,דִּ
that generation will spurn the “upbringing” that they had received, 
rejecting good and embracing evil. 
 However, as we know, ה תוֹרָּ ים לַּ נִּ ה the ,ע׳ פָּ  has seventy תוֹרָּ
facets. Each word of ה  can be interpreted on many different levels תוֹרָּ
which include simple, homiletic, and esoteric interpretations. 
 R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ״ל צַּ  offered an original זַּ
interpretation of our סוּק  which transforms it into a message of hope פָּ
and rebirth. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  In 1914, a group of ים נִּ בָּ אֵל in רַּ שְרָּ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  embarked on what ,אֶׁ
came to be known as “The ה  'Campaign.” In one settlement, R תְשוּבָּ
Kook delivered a fiery plea to the people to go in the ways of their 
ancestors and observe the צְוֹת ה in particular the ,מִּ צְוָּ ה of מִּ יטָּ  שְמִּ
which is a great declaration of the farmer’s faith in ד׳. When R' Kook 
stepped down from the podium, one of the settlement’s leaders 
arose and brazenly told the ים נִּ בָּ  .that they were wasting their time רַּ
 “Leave us alone!” he shouted. “Your old-fashioned ways do 
not interest us. We will build a modern land with modern ideas and 
your own descendants will follow our lead.” 
 Upon hearing such blasphemy, R' Kook burst into tears. R' 
Chaim then ascended the podium and in a loud, confident tone 
declared: 
 “… It is true that at this point in time, matters do not look 
good for those like ourselves who strive to make this Land what ד׳ 
intends it to be — a land of ה צְוֹת of ,תוֹרָּ  .ד׳ of faith in ,מִּ
 “But I tell you with certainty: ה הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ  there will — כִּ
come a generation of reversals, ם ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ  children whose — בָּ

upbringing is not in them. Yes, the previous speaker and those like 
him are bent on raising a generation that will not know the Name of 
ה and the greatness of His ד׳  But I assure you that a generation .תוֹרָּ
will come that will reject the empty, meaningless life of which you 
preach. That generation will reverse this terribly destructive 
approach. They will return to ד׳ with all their hearts and will fill the 
Land with people who love the ה צְוֹת and observe the תוֹרָּ  — מִּ
including the precious ה צְוָּ ה of מִּ יטָּ  .שְמִּ
ם“  ר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יָּקוּם לְעוֹלָּ  But the word of our G-d shall — וּדְבַּ
stand forever.” 
 Before ה יטָּ  of 5754 (1993-4), a gathering of farmers in שְמִּ
Northern Israel was held in Chatzor. Hundreds of farmers came to 
hear a major address by יר עֲקֹב מֵאִּ ב ,Sonnenfeld ר׳ יַּ ה and רָּ יבָּ  in ראֹש יְשִּ
 In his address, R' Sonnenfeld related the above story and .כפר חסידים
concluded that the commitment of so many farmers to keep שמיטה 
5754 was a fulfillment of his great-grandfather’s words. 
 No sooner had he uttered these words than a very old man 
sitting in the crowd waved his cane to catch R' Sonnenfeld’s attention. 
He indicated that he wanted to ascend the stage to speak. Two men 
helped him up, and R' Sonnenfeld gave him the podium. This is what 
he said: 
 “I was there 80 years ago, … I vividly recall the settlement 
leader’s harsh words, R' Kook’s tears, and R' Sonnenfeld’s fiery 
response. And I must confess: Neither I, nor any of the other settlers 
who were present, believed that R' Sonnenfeld’s word would ever 
come true.  
 This week, when I saw the posters announcing that there 
would be a major gathering for farmers who will be ית יעִּ  I ,שוֹמְרֵי שְבִּ
felt that I simply had to come and tell everyone: R' Sonnenfeld was 
right! The Land is becoming filled with those who are faithful to the 
word of ד׳. I never dreamed that I would hear R' Sonnenfeld’s great-
grandson tell the story that I was witness to … 
ם“  ר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יָּקוּם לְעוֹלָּ  But the word of our G-d shall — וּדְבַּ
stand forever.” 

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
ת �וֹ ת ס�כּ�כּ הִלְ��וֹ
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Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R’ Yosef Chaim’s Vision

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The לוּלָב should be tied in 3 places, with the last binding at 
least 3-4 inches from the top of the דְרָה  spine from ,שִׁ
which all the leaves grow out, NOT the top of the לוּלָב. 

• For ְסְכַך that is made from bamboo poles, some poles 
should be at right angles to the rest to break up any long, 
uninterrupted air space. 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Shlomo Freifeld זַצַ״ל taught his תַלְמִידִים with the 
message of בְרוּרִיָה, the wife of ד׳“ ,ר׳ מֵאִיר does not dislike 
sinners, He dislikes sins!” He often shared the story of a 
Rebbe who told a repentant חָסִיד who felt abandoned due 
to his many sins, “דוּ האָסט נִישׁט לִיב דעֶר גרעֶסטעֶר צַדִיק — 
You do not love the greatest אַזוֹי פִיל װִי דעֶר רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁל  — צַדִיק

עוֹלָם האָט לִיב דעֶר גרעֶסטעֶר רָשָׁע וועֶן עֶר טראַכט וועֶגן טאָן  
 when he רָשָׁע loves the biggest ד׳ as much as —  תְשׁוּבָה!
thinks about returning!” Source: Rabbi Freifeld Speaks (Artscroll) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 One of the many secrets 
to R' Shlomo Freifeld ״ל צַּ  s’זַּ
special attitude to each Jewish 
ה מָׁ  was hidden amongst the נְשָׁ
decorations on the wall of his 
dining room.  
 R' Shlomo would sit at 
the head of his dining room 
table, receiving people, listening 
to them, guiding and 
encouraging. On the wall, 
amongst the many beautiful 
pictures, was one decoration that 
looked rather unusual. R' Shlomo 
would sometimes focus his eyes 
and looked at the scene: a silver 
key on a black background.    
 R' Shlomo was once 
talking to a close friend who sat 
at the table and inquired about 
the possible mystical meaning of 
this unusual scene. R' Shlomo 
smiled and explained, “All day, 
Yidden sit here…I keep this 
picture behind them to remind 
me that every Jewish soul has a 
key that can unlock it. Sometimes 
it’s a cup of coffee that we are 
drinking, and sometimes it takes 
more, but there is a key for each 
one!” 
 He once gave a 
schmooze urging the חוּרִים  to בָׁ
finish the ת כֶּ סֶּ  that they had מַּ

been learning that ן  After the .זְמַּ
schmooze, a לְמִיד  approached תַּ
him.  

בִי“  he said, “You ,”רֶּ
know that there is no way that I 
can complete the ת כֶּ סֶּ  I can ,מַּ
barely read one line!” 

R' Shlomo listened and 
then advised the לְמִיד  to wait תַּ
till the next day for the answer. 
He looked for the key for this 
לְמִיד  s seemingly impossible’תַּ
dilemma.  

The next day, that לְמִיד  תַּ
received a gift from R' Shlomo: a 
beautiful leather-bound  א רָׁ גְמָׁ
ת the ,כְתוּבוֹת כֶּ סֶּ  that they were מַּ
learning. The לְמִיד  opened it up תַּ
and saw that it contained one ף  דַּ
ף ב׳ —   .and that was it דַּ

“This is YOUR ת כֶּ סֶּ  ”!מַּ
said R' Shlomo, “Now go make a 
 ”!סִיּוּם

 My לְמִיד  do you have ,תַּ
a goal you need to reach? Set the 
right goals and you can reach 
them. R' Shlomo taught by 
example that with the right key 
you can burst open the vast 
potential hidden in every single 
לְמִיד   .תַּ

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
בִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

The learning never ends ... 
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for us דָוִד’s סוּכָה which is fallen. 
These words are based on a פָסוּק in עָמוֹס 
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asked ר׳ יִצְחָק, “When is the פְלִי ר נַּ  fallen ,בַּ
one, coming?” ר׳ יִצְחָק replied, “Who is  ר בַּ
פְלִי חְמָן ”?נַּ  ר׳ יִצְחָק ”!מָשִׁיחַּ “ ,retorted ר׳ נַּ
asked, “Why did you give  ַּמָשִׁיח such a 
name?” חְמָן  explained that he referred ר׳ נַּ
to  ַּמָשִׁיח as פְלִי ר נַּ  in פָסוּק based on this בַּ
פְלִי .עָמוֹס  the beginning of ,אָדָם also links נַּ
Creation, and דָוִד, the end of time,  ַּמָשִׁיח. 
Both were meant to die the same day 
that they were born [פְלִי  is the plural of נַּ
פֶל  .[miscarriage ,נֵּ
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Like his Rebbi, R’ shraga Feivel 
mendlowitz zt”l, R’ Quinn was far from 
an ordinary Menahel. Being called to 

his office was rarely a punishment for 
a student; it usually gave the boy a 

life lesson in derech eretz…

There was a bochur in mesivta who lost his 
father. It was the first Friday after the shivah...

As you give your precious mother the 
flowers please tell her that you were 

thinking of her. Don’t say it came from me!

R’ Quinn walked over to the shelf and took 
out shoe polish, a brush and a cloth.

Yanki, please 
come into my 

office...

Dov, please 
come into my 

office...

Yes, 
Rebbi.

Yes, 
Rebbi.

But--

Rav Quinn is 
not polishing 

my shoes!

Take this 
quarter* and 

buy your mother 
flowers!

My son, listen 
carefully. This 
is how to do it 

correctly…

Do me a 
favor. You are a ben 

melech and need to dress 
as such. I’m doing it this time, 

but next time please do it 
yourself!

*a loaf of bread cost around 
18 cents in those days.

R' Nesanel Quinn זַצַ״ל was born to נְחָס רְיָם and ר׳ זַלְמַן פִּ  ,in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn דְבוֹרָה מִּ
NY. The Quinns, who were neighbors of the Rogatchover Gaon זַצַ״ל in Dvinsk, Lithuania, were childless 
for 10 years. Upon the advice of ר׳ שָלוֹם בּעֶר of Lubavitch, they moved to America, where, he promised, 
they would have a family and ים יכוּת יָמִּ  In 1921, Nesanel (.They had 5 children; Mrs. Quinn lived to 111) .אֲרִּ
was enrolled in יבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת יבָה joined the זַצַ״ל Three years later, R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlovitz .יְשִּ  as יְשִּ
נַהֵל י beginning a decades-long ,מִּ יד-רֶבִּּ תַּלְמִּ  relationship. In 1934, he married לֵאָה, daughter of R' Meir 
Linchner (his י י Upon his .(מְחֻתָּן s’רֶבִּּ י s advice, he became a sixth-grade’רֶבִּּ  in RJJ. In 1938, he returned רֶבִּּ
as נַהֵל יבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת in סְגַן מִּ נַהֵל He later became .יְשִּ יבָה and stayed with the ,מִּ  for 60+ years. In 1965, he יְשִּ
co-founded a learning camp, אוֹר שְרַגָא. He also managed a major שְרָאֵל יֵי אֶרֶץ יִּ  the Emergency) צְדָקָה לְעֲנִּ
Aid Fund) for over 60 years. He was a פְלָא יד נִּ  ,in anyone he met אַהֲבָה לַד׳ וּלְתּוֹרָתוֹ who instilled an מַתְמִּ

with his warmth, יווּת ,חֶסֶד יוֹת and ,עֲנִּ  .אַהֲבַת הַבְּרִּ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

לֹמֹה זַצַ״ל מוּאֵל was born in East New York to ר׳ שְׁ  and ר׳ שְׁ
ין Freifeld. He attended בֵיילָא לִׁ רְׁ ים בֶּ יבַת ר׳ חַיִׁ שִׁ  and was a יְׁ
הָק יד מֻבְׁ מִׁ חָק of תַלְׁ צְׁ  חַיָה שָרָה He married .זַצַ״ל Hutner ר׳ יִׁ

Cohen in 1953. He helped establish the בֵית יַעֲקֹב of Toronto in 1963. In 
1965 he served as נַהֵל ין in מְׁ לִׁ רְׁ ים בֶּ יבַת ר׳ חַיִׁ שִׁ יבָה After the .יְׁ שִׁ  moved to יְׁ
Brooklyn in 1967, he founded אָר יָשוּב יבָה שְׁ שִׁ ים with 12 יְׁ יבָה The .בָחוּרִׁ שִׁ  יְׁ
quickly became a magnet for תוֹרָה-searching young men. After his 1st wife’s 
ירָה טִׁ ׳ he married ,(1983) פְׁ יֶּ חְׁ תִׁ יל שֶּ טִׁ אַהֲבַת  He overflowed with .(1984) שָרָה עֶּ
ים and His people, and was a key figure in the establishment of the ד׳ ילִׁ עִׁ  פְׁ
movement in רָאֵל שְׁ ץ יִׁ רֶּ  He singlehandedly brought countless thousands of .אֶּ
people closer to their Jewish roots. 

 י״ז תשרי
5685 – 5751 
1925 – 1990 

 A חוּר לֹמֹה once came to see בָּ  Freifeld ר׳ שְׁ
 and complained of his spiritual ,זַצַ״ל
failures. “You know, י  ,I try so hard ,רֶבִּ
but it seems that for every step 
forward that I take, I take two more 
steps backwards.” לֹמֹה  looked at ר׳ שְׁ
him lovingly. “ינד  ,My child ,מײַן קִּ
perhaps that is the way it appears in 
the physical sense, that you have lost a 
step. In the spiritual world, however, it is all 
worth it for the small step forward.” 
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ים לב:כ(.…  רִּ ם )דְבָּ ן בָּ ים לאֹ אֵמֻּ נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ י דוֹר תַּ כִּ  
 … for they are a generation of reversals, children whose 
upbringing is not in them. 
 It hurts much more when the troublemaker is "ours." We 
read about someone who has committed an act of dishonesty; we are 
angered. "What kind of person is that? Who could act in such a 
reprehensible manner?" When the culprit is someone young, we 
wonder what kind of parents he had; what kind of home he came 
from; what type of upbringing he had. When the culprit is one of our 
own - when it is one's own child, there is anger, hurt, humiliation, and 
then all of the questions that we would have asked of others we ask 
ourselves: "Where did we go wrong?" However, When the upbringing 
was perfect, when the educator/parent was none other than ד׳, there 
are no questions - just plain condemnation. " ֹים לא נִּ ה בָּ הְפֻּכֹת הֵמָּ דוֹר תַּ
ם ן בָּ  A generation of reversals, children whose upbringing is not in — אֵמֻּ
them." 
 We are not only ד׳'s people; we are His beloved children 
Whom He raised. We made a commitment at י ינַּ ר סִּ  but soon ,הַּ
afterward we reneged our faith in Him. It hurts so much more when 
the culprit is one's own child. 
 On the other hand, being viewed as children more easily 
facilitates our return. ְך לֶּ מֶּ ד הַּ וִּ ים says in דָּ לִּ ר תְהִּ ת  ,סֵפֶּ ע ד׳ אֶּ שְמַּ י יִּ י כִּ בְתִּ הַּ אָּ
י ״ל .(קטז:א) קוֹלִּ ת " ,(פסחים קיח:) remark on these words חֲזַּ ר כְנֶּסֶּ מַּ אָּ

י חֲנוּנָּ ע קוֹל תַּ שְמַּ תִּ ן שֶּ זְמַּ יךָ? בִּ נֶּ ה לְפָּ י אַהוּבָּ ת אֲנִּ ם אֵימָּ ל עוֹלָּ בוֹנוֹ שֶּ אֵל רִּ שְרָּ …יִּ  — 
אֵל שְרָּ ל יִּ ל עוֹלָּם ,ד׳ said to כְלַּ בוֹנוֹ שֶּ  when am I beloved to You? When ,רִּ
You hear the sound of my voice." Apparently, ״ל  are teaching us that חֲזַּ

the mere sounds of supplication which emanate from us inspire ד׳'s 
love for us. What is it about the "sound" of our voices that engenders 
such positive response? 
 R' Zelig Reuven Bengis ״ל צַּ  relates that he heard a powerful זַּ
explanation from the Netziv ״ל צַּ  When a person notices a child .זַּ
weeping, he assuages him in order to calm him down. This is true of 
any child. A baby cries; one moves to soothe him. However, a person 
responds differently when the crying infant is his own than when he is 
someone else's child. When a stranger's child cries for an appropriate 
reason, a person will go over and do whatever is necessary to alleviate 
his distress, to calm the child. If the child is "just crying," then the adult 
will go about his business and ignore the infant; however, if the child is 
his own, then the mere fact that the child is raising his voice is 
sufficient reason to respond. No one wants to allow his own child to 
cry unnecessarily. 
 Thus, the catalyst for the father's response to his own child is 
the קוֹל, sound of his voice, nothing else. A stranger's child, on the 
other hand, effects a response when the cause of his crying is 
reasonable. ְך לֶּ מֶּ ד הַּ וִּ  s children, as soon as we'ד׳ says, because we are דָּ
issue forth a קוֹל, sound, even if our reason for crying is not substantive 
 listens. This is the love that the Heavenly Father manifests for His ד׳ -
children. 
 May the Al-mighty listen to all of our voices as we supplicate 
Him for a ה נָׁה טוֹבָׁ  .שָׁ

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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